BS2 – “Follow the Rules?” Luke 14:1-6
Following Christ as He Wants to Be Followed

Total Devotion ’09 – ‘10

If you haven’t heard the companion message to this study, go to www.td.mbcla.org and click on Messages.  The message and Bible study are meant to be complementary to one another and do not overlap.

Jesus’ Kind of People

This week’s study is really juicy, sweet, ripe, and chock full of Jesus.  The exciting aspect of this study is the fact that you’ll be spending much time in the Scriptures, getting to really know Jesus better – His preferences, His tendencies, His sensitivities, His heart, His likes and dislikes.  That alone makes this study worthwhile!
1. Nearly ever time Jesus encountered one who was broken, sick, in need, humble, or contrite, He was filled with compassion and showed favor.  Look up the following passages and make note of what the need was, what the person’s attitude was (if applicable), and what Jesus did to respond. 
a. Luke 4:38-40
b. Luke 5:12-14
c. Luke 5:17-19

d. Luke 6:6, 10
e. Luke 7:2-10
f. Luke 7:12-15

g. Luke 7:18-23
h. Luke 7:40-48, 50

i. Luke 8:43-48
j. Luke 8:49-56
2. What observations can you make from reading these stories about Jesus’ encounters with people?  What can you learn about Jesus’ nature, heart, and values?  What stands out most to you?  
3. Are there any applications you can make to your own life after reading these passages?  Attitude adjustments?  Action adjustments?
Friendly Neighborhood Pharisees

Nearly every time Jesus encountered the Pharisees – respectable, moral, nice, charity giving, fun-loving, faithful spiritual leaders of the synagogue – He was in conflict with them, which is crazy considering that they were the very ones responsible for leading God-loving people to God!  
4. Look up the following passages and make note of the situation, the Pharisees’ attitudes, and Jesus’ response.  Note that some of these are the same passages you looked up in Question 1, but now with the Pharisees’ responses.
a. Luke 5:17-26
b. Luke 5:27-32

c. Luke 6:1-5

d. Luke 6:6-11

e. Luke 7:28-30

f. Luke 7:36-50
g. Luke 11:14-16

h. Luke 11:37-44, 53-54
5. What observations can you make from reading these stories about Jesus’ encounters with the Pharisees?  What can you learn about Jesus’ nature, heart, and values?  What stands out most to you?  

6. Are there any applications you can make to your own life after reading these passages?  Attitude adjustments?  Action adjustments?


Pastor John MacArthur states, in referring to the Pharisees, “So here you have the good people.  The good religious people.  The good religious people worshipping the true God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The creator God of Israel.  They are rejecting paganism.  They are rejecting superstition.  They are rejecting false religion, immorality.  They're strong on the family.  They are the guardians of the faith.  They see themselves as the protectors of the truth.”

7. How can it be that they who knew and defended God’s Word better than anyone else missed the whole point?  They, who were waiting for the Messiah to come, completely missed Him and thought Him to be an outcast!!!
Pharisaism Hits Home

The Pharisees erected countless man-made rules to help the people keep God’s rules better and to protect them against liberal theology.  MacArthur states, “As Jewish society had moved toward worldliness and secularism and paganism and materialism and idolatry, these [Pharisees] were the fighting fundamentalists who called the people to be faithful to Scripture and in order to help them be faithful to Scripture, they created all kinds of additional laws and rules and regulations to put big fences and insulation around them.  In other words, worrying that you might break a law that God gave, they made five other laws, so you couldn't even get close to breaking that law.”  


Generally speaking, it’s noble and wise to take precautions for the sake of God’s honor.  However, when those precautions become the standard, and not the standard that they’re supposed to protect, then it’s easy to get legalistic, to lose sight of love, and to hurt someone with our rules.  That’s what happened to the Pharisees and what often happens to us, doesn’t it?  Have you ever done that to someone?  I have.  Have you ever been on the receiving end of someone’s rules imposed on you like that?  I have. It’s not pleasant being on either end of it.


One thing that becomes clear in reading the passages in Question 4 is that whenever Jesus interacts with the Pharisees, He not only runs up against the Pharisees, but He was facing a whole massive religious system based on human understanding that they have put in place.  Naturally, the Pharisees were at the top of the “food chart” of that system.  So, they had a lot at stake to lose if the system was toppled, proven unbiblical, or overgrown.

8. What was at stake for the Pharisees?
9. One of the classic Pharisaical sins endemic to the Asian community is that of  “saving face,” protecting reputation, or giving  impressions.  It’s a woefully sinful attitude that is more concerned with how things are perceived by those outside the family than the reality of what’s inside the family itself.  Read Luke 12:1-3, Matt. 23:27.  Summarize the warning for us today.

What’s unfortunate is that the central location of the actual Pharisees, as well as modern-day Pharisees is right within the church itself – those who know how to give off those plastic, oft-used smiles, those giving off the impression that they have things together, leaders who aren’t willing to be real and show their humanness and imperfections, those who hide their weaknesses and whose children must play the part of the “good Christian kid,” those who actually play the part of the “good Christian kid,” those with spiritual pride, family pride, amongst other prides.  Sound like anyone you know?  Sound like your family?  Sound like you?
10. All cultures and families have extra biblical rules that we hold to that are traditions, or are based on human wisdom or preference, that we hold to as dearly or more so than biblical commands. We need to be really, really careful about that. For instance, some classic Chinese/Asian mandates include to marry only Chinese/Asian, go to a good school, get good grades.  In one family I know of, you must be a doctor or you’re disowned.  

a. What others do you know of?  

b. Are there rules in your family that are held to almost as firmly as biblical rules? 

c. Do you know of any extra biblical rules among Christians or in churches that seem to carry biblical weight?  
Words Reveal Character

What’s dangerous is the fact that the Pharisees back then and now are leaders within the church, leaders in ministries, teachers, speakers, preachers, workshop leaders, etc., which means that they have people following them, making them “twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”  (Matt. 23:13, 15).  It means they have a lot to lose and thus will often make decisions not based on what’s best and right, but on what will keep their “system” running.  They will rationalize their actions.

This is why they and their families are often the ones who have the hardest time being real, honest, and transparent.  They can be elusive when questioned, always leaving themselves an out.  It’s also why they often, in the name of ministry or “the glory of God,” or self-preservation, end up shading the truth, cover up for less than perfect actions, tell white lies and reason that it’s ok to cheat or lie just a little to get a better result “for the glory of God” or to protect their reputation.  
11. Read Matt. 12:33-37.  

a. Do you think this applies to words only?  What about thoughts and attitudes?
b. What about words spoken within a household, but never meant to leave the family?  Are those acceptable and exempt from judgment?

c. What is Jesus ultimately teaching us here?

Coram Deo

As a Christian leader, I’m profoundly aware of that tendency and propensity, for the human heart often seeks its own preservation at all costs.  Unfortunately, according to Jesus, that heart will end up paying the highest cost … in hell.  (Matt. 23:33 and Luke 18:9-14)  That’s not me speaking.  It’s Jesus. It is very sobering to think that, quite possibly, some of the church leaders, “uncles” and “aunties” from church, our own parents, or us could end up in hell for living a façade that has been man made, built with wise, earthly, gospel-sounding human wisdom, and then believed in so much, that the humility required by gospel itself got eclipsed.

Obviously, extra-biblical guidelines are necessary for holy, set-apart, powerful living … but only if adhered to righteously.  We need to remember that when we set “legal” rules for ourselves, we must always set them in light of the letter and the spirit of God’s rules for us in order to better facilitate the living out of the greatest rules of them all – to love the Lord our God with ALL our hearts, souls, minds, and strength.  In doing so, we will love our neighbors with the same care, focus, generosity, and attention that we love ourselves with.
12. It’s very possible that something in today’s study struck a chord with you, made you feel uncomfortable, or convicted you of needed changes in your life.  Bring that to the Lord humbly now, with a heart willing to let Him change WHATEVER He wants to change in your life.  It’s scary, but worth it.  Go do what you need to do.
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